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“land of Macedon” on the foothills
of the “Macedonian mountain” (Pieria).

Though only a small part of the site has
been excavated (ca. |% of the cemetery,
0.20% of the city), its splendid finds
have justly given Aigai a place among
R, A the monuments of the World Cultural
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 for the history and culture of the
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Bélel va «eEKOUYXPOVICEI» TO KPATOG TOU Kail N Aulr
Twv Aiyov arrodeikvieTal giddEevo Aipdvi yia toug
Kahitéxveg ou Ba Aapmpulvouv pe tnv mapoucia
Toug Tt dwr} tng moAnG. O Zeu&ig Siakoopei to
Kavoupio avdktopo tou Apxéhaou kai o Eupimidng
ouvBétel 8w TIG TeleuTaieg tpaywdieg Tou.

lNa va avupetwmiosl Tig ouvexeig elofoAég

o Apuvtag I (393-368 m.X.) Bpioketal ouxvd otnv
MéNa. Qotdoo, o Aiyég e€axolouBouv va eival to
1£p6 BaciMikd Kévtpo Kai n) xrjpa tou, n Suvapiki
Eupusikn, pdava tpiwv Baciliadwy, Ba aprios! £vtova
Ta ixvn ™g pe avabijpata ota 1epd g MOANG Kal
Tov mepihapTpo Tdgo .

H avdppnon oto Bpdvo tou diAimmou B (359-336
m.X.) Ba onpdvel T ueydAn dpa yia t Makedovia
Kkai ug Ayég. EEaipetikd euqur|g, dpiotog otpatnydg,
povadikdg SIMAWPATNG Kal SUYXPOVWG pUoTNG Tou
MuBayspa, o Pikmmog, «mepuTiopévog SeomdTney
KATd To MAGTWVIKO TIPOTUTTO, CUYKEVTIPWOE YUPW
TOU TNV agpoKpeua tng diavénong, ue anotéAeopa
N aulrj Tou va yivel pftpa mapaywyrg moAiticpou,
onwg fitav n ABrjiva tou Mepikhr.

O véeg tdoeig kal ta pelpata mou Ha yevvnouv
oto mepifdAov tou Ba petalapmadeutouly and

tov ANéEavdpo otny Oikoupgvn, TipIv Spwg

8a oppayicouv TNy eikéva twv Aygy, Tou o
Bacihidg amogdaioe va e&wpdioel, Eekivavtag

£va oIKOSOMIKO TIPOYPANNA XWPIG TIPONYOUHEVO.
To teixog avakataokeudletar pe tpdmo mou Ba
e€aopalioer oty MOAN ao@dAeia Kal cuyxPOVWG
KUPOG Kal peyahoTpEmela, Ta 1IEpd Twv Bewv
aroktouv Kavoupioug vaoug, Bwpoug, OTogg Kal
avadrjpata, eve Ot TIEPIOTTO onpeio xtidetal

TO V€O avdKTOPO — TO PEYAAUTEPO KTipIo Tmou ide
wg téte n EANGSa — kan Sitrha tou to Batpo.

H e&ouoia cuvdudletal pe v téxvn kai n avtiAnyn
Tou Ba oppayicel Y €IKOVA TwV PNTPOTIOAEWY TNG
eMnvioukrig Okoupévng eykaividletal otig AyEg.
O1 Bnoaupoi wv Bacilikdy Tdewy Sivouv pia
aioBnon g Aaumpdtntag g méAng ota xpdvia
™G peyding akprg. O1 Toixoypagieg @avepivouy
Ta emtelydata TG {WYPaQIKrG Moy Propolce va
avamnAdBel TTEIOTIKG TOV KOGHO, 0T XPUOEAEPAVTIVN
KAivn) Tou PIATITIOU ATTOTUTTGVETAI N CUVAPTIACTIKY
oTyun NG YEVYNOonG Tou pealicTiKoU TTOPTPETOU.
2ta ayyeia, ota émAa kai ota kooppata n Mtdtnta
Kai n kaBapdtnta NG eéppag opiyel Pe T xapd
™G Aemrtopépelag, Snuioupywvtag éva civoro

amapdpAANG KopPoTnNTag Kal appoviag, omou oha
UTTOTACCOVTal OTN YONTEIa TOU PETPOU.

BaoiAidg twv Makeddvwy, kupiapxog twy Baikaviov
Kal EKAEYPEVOG NYEPOVag SAwY twv EMRvev o
®dihmmog B to 336 m.X. yidptace otig Alyég T
peyaAutepn yloptr tng BaciAeiag tou. Tn ouypr tng
86&ag tov xtUmmoe To paxaipl tou Sohogpdvou.

O ANéEavdpog avaknpixtnke 5w Pacihidg kai amd
€8 amogdoice va Eekivijoel v Avoign tou 334 m.X.
™ peydAn ekotpateia.

H 1otopia tou kéopou dMae, alld o1 Alyég
népacav oto mep1frpio. AkolouBavtag ) poipa Tou
Baciheiou kataotpdepnkav petd v ftta tou 168 m.X.
and toug Pwpaioug, &€neoav kar Eexdotnkav. Qotrou,
o 1977 n okandvn tou Mavoin Avdpdvikou xdpice
otov témo &avd To évopd Tou Kal N Iotopia tng
Makedoviag dpxioe va Eavaypdgetal...

The rich finds from the archaic cemetery (7th-5th c.
BC) testify to the city’s prosperity. Ideas and goods
flowed into Aigai continuously from the islands and
the lonian cities, from Corinth and Athens, while local
production, chiefly distinguished in metal-working, was
characterized by an austerity and geometric simplicity
that reflected the Dorian origins of the Macedonians.

During the reign of Alexander | (498-454 BC), Aigai
became the center of the most important Greek
state in the north, and life took on an unprecedented
luxury. During the reign of Perdiccas Il (454-413

BC), whatever was “Attic”
the Macedonian capital, which was already walled.
Funerary stelai appeared in the cemetery of Aigai, and
white-ground lekythoi familiarized the Macedonians
with the art of painting.

became the fashion in

the new palace — the largest building Greece had yet
seen — was built at a prominent site with the theater
beside it. Power joined forces with art, and the
perception that stamped the image of the large cities
of the Hellenistic world was inaugurated at Aigai.

The treasures from the royal tombs give us a sense
of the splendor of the city during its heyday. The
frescos reveal the achievements of painting, which
could recreate the world in a convincing way.

The fascinating moment of the birth of realistic
portraiture is reflected on Philip’s gold and ivory
couch. In vases, weapons, and jewelry, simplicity and
clarity of form mingle with a delightin detail, creating
an assemblage of incomparable elegance and harmony
where everything is subjected to the charm of the rule.

As king of Macedon, ruler of the Balkans and
elected leader of all the Greeks, in 336 BC Philip

Il engaged upon the greatest celebration of his
reign. In the theater of Aigai the assassin’s dagger
struck him down at his moment of glory. Alexander
was proclaimed king here, and it was from here he
determined to set forth on his great campaign in the
spring of 334 BC.

The history of the world was changed but Aigai
passed to the margins of history. Following the fate
of the kingdom of Macedon, after the defeat by the
Romans in 168 BC, it was destroyed, fell into decline,
and was forgotten until the excavations of Manolis
Andronikos in 1977 gave back to the place its name
and the history of Macedonia began to

be rewritten...




EAAHNIKA

Ta mhovaia supripata g apxdikiig (7og-50¢ au.
m.X.) vexpdmolng paptupoly Ty akur g moAnG.
I6€e¢ kal epmopeUaTa EICPEOUY GUVEX®WG Ao Ta
vnoid kai Tig oAeI§ g lwviag, and v KépivBo
Kkal tv ABrjva, eve N vIOTa mapaywyr mou
Siakpivetal Kupiwg oToY TopZa g petalotexviag
xapaktnpidetal arné auoTnEOTNTA Kal YEWHETPIKI
Ntétnta Tou avakadsi g Swpikég kataBoAég

twv Makeddévwy.

‘Oco Bacihevel o Ahe&avdpag A” (498-454 .X.)

ol Aly€g yivovtal KEVIPO TOU ONUavtKoTePOU
eMnvikoU kpdtoug Tou Boppd kal n {wh amoktd
npwtogav) moAutéAela. Xta xpovia tou MNepdikia
B’ (454-413 n.X.), otn pakedovik mpwtelouoa,
rou gival 48N teixiopévn, otdrAmoTe atuké eival
G podag. Or emtipPieg oTHAEG gppavioval

ot vekpdoAn Twv Alydv kal of Aeukég AfjuBol
e€oikeivouy toug Makedoveg pe v Téxvn

G LwyPaIKIG.

H aiya ota vopiopata tou Apxéiaou (413-399 m.X))
pavepvel Tt onuacia mou eixav yI' autév ol AIyEq.
AvBpwriog poppwpévos Kal Siopatikdg o Baacihidg

The goat on the coins of Archelaus (413-399 BC)
revealed the importance Aigai had for him. The ki
who was an educated and perceptive man, wanted to
“modernize” his state, and the court at Aigai proved
a hospitable haven for artists whose presence would
shed luster on the life of the city. Zeuxis decorated
Archelaus’s new palace, and Euripides wrote his final
tragedies here.

In order to deal with continuous invasions, Amyntas
11 (393-368 BC) was often in Pella. However, Aigai
continued to be the sacred dynastic center and
Amyntas’ widow, the powerful Eurydice mother

of three kings, would leave striking traces of her
presence with votives at the city’s sanctuaries and
her resplendent tomb.

The ascent to the throne by Philip Il (359-336 BC)
would mark Macedonia and Aigai’s finest hour.
Extremely intelligent, a superb general, a uniquely
skilled diplomat and at the same tinre a Pythagorean
initiate, Philip, an “enlightened despot” in accordance
with the Platonic model, gathered round him the
elite of the intelligentsia, which resulted in his court
becoming a matrix of cultural development as the
Athens of Pericles had once been.

The new trends and currents that would arise in
his environment would be transmitted by Alexander
to the world, but before this they viould leave their
mark on the image of Aigai, which tie king decided
to embellish, embarking on a building program
without precedent. The walls were rebuilt so as to
ensure the city’s safety, and simultaneously to lend
it prestige and grandeur; the sanctuaries of the gods
acquired new temples, altars, stoas and votives, and




Xuopéveg otnv apetnpia tou Spdpou mou
odnyouoe oto voTo, ol Aly£G ftav éva
ONPavTKOTATO KEVTPO PE Kupiapxo pdho otnv
niepioxr| 116n and to 100-8o ai. m.X., énwg Seixver To
EVIUTIOOIaKS VEKPOTAPEIO TwV TUPPwy.

Ta euprjpata kai o mMnBuvTIKSG Tou ovéuatdg

Toug paptupoly Twg ai Alyeai, omwg kar ai ABrvai,
ar OrBar KTA., fTav pia méAnN «katd KWpag», éva
«avoIxtoy ToAe0dopIKS GUVONO e CUVOIKIGHOUG
didomaptoug YUpw anod £va kévtpo mou eEehixBnke
opyavikd xwpig mpokaBopiopévo ox£dio kal
ouykpotiOnke pe dEova tn Bacihiky mapouasia,

T oxéon pe To Beio kai v avdykn emBoArg

Kai dpuvag, SnAadi To avdktopo, ta 1gpd Kkal Ty
oxupij akpomoAn. Eneidf pdhiota o Aiyég moté dev
«OuvoIKioTnKavy» OUTE £yIvay peydAo aoTiKS KEVTPO,
Slatnpouy akdyn oTo XHEO To amoTinwpa evog
moAeoSopikoU poviéAou Tou ek@pdlel pia apxaikr
KOIVWVia YEV®Y.

Aropovwpévol oTnyY autdpkeid toug ol Makeddveg,
OTWG Kkar GAAa eAnVIKG @UAa, épeivay €éEw and

TG olkovopikoToATikEG eEeAigeig TTou oSrjynoav
otn dnpokpatia kai diatipnoav ¢ ta eMnviotikd
xpovia mapaddoelg kal Beopolg mou xapaktnpifouy
v Kovwvia tou Opripou: apxnydg otov méAepo,
€yyunon tou vopou Kal TG Tagng, gopéag tng
Beikrig euloyiag, Mpdowro 1gpd kar anapaBiacto,

0 pakedoévag PaciAiag eival o Tatépag-ageévng twv
UTTNKO WV TOU.

2ta péoa tou 7ou al. X, o Mepdikkag A,

gvag Awpigag amo to Apyog, yivetal Bacihidg

twv Makeddévwy. Etor o Aiy€g yivovtal to Aikvo
G duvaoteiag Twv Tnueviddv kai n poipa Toug

ouvSEeTal APPNKTA e TIG TUXEG TV BAcIAéwv TTou
évtag anoyovol tou Hpakhry ouvexilouv pe to pibo
TOUG TV NPwIKr Tapddoor tou £moug.

2ug Baoihikég tagikég ouotddeg (BpéOnrav wg thpa
TPEIG, N ouotada twv Tnpeviday, twv BaciNicowv
kar tou PiAimmou B *) tng moAvxpuong vekpdmolng
Twv Alywv N apxaloloyikij okardvn ouvavtdel Tov
‘Opnpo. Omnwg o lMNdtpokhog, ol vekpoi Tnpevideg
kaiyovtal padi pe mholola Swpa oe peyalompereic
Tupég — £€0ipo Tou Ba @Bdoel oto andyeld tou pe
v taen tou ®iNinmou B’ — eve o1 Bacilicoeg

twv Alywv katefaivouy otov Adn, TAiypéveg oto
Xpuod@! kar TNV mop@upa cav tg Muknvaieg.

Aigai, which was built at the beginning of the road
leading to the south, was an extremely important
center which played a dominant role in the region
from as early as the 10th-8th c. BC, as its impressive
tumuli cemetery demonstrates.

The finds and the plural form of its name attest

that like Athenai, Thebai and others, Aigai was a city
of “scattered villages”, an agglomeration of loosely
connected settlements that developed organically
around a central core without a strict, predetermined
plan; it was aligned with the royal presence, the
relationship with the divine, and the need for imposing

«,

authority and ensuring defense: the palace, the
sanctuaries, and the fortified acropdalis. Aigai was
never subjected to synoecism, and never became

a large urban center, therefore it still retains the
imprint of a land use model that expresses an archaic
society of clans.

Isolated in their self-sufficiency, the Macedonians, like
other Greek tribes, remained outside the economic
and political developments that led to democracy and
preserved down to the Hellenistic period traditions
and institutions characteristic for the Homeric
society: leader in war, guarantor of law and order,
carrier of divine blessing, sacred and sacrosanct

the Macedonian king was father and master

of his subjects.

In the mid-7th c. BC, Perdiccas |, a Dorian from
Argos, became king of Macedon. Thus, Aigai became
the cradle of the Temenid dynasty and its fate
became inseparably bound with the fortunes of
these kings, who as true descendants of Herakles
continued with their legend the heroic tradition

of epic.

In the royal burials (three burial clusters have been
found to date: that of the Temenids, that of the
queens, and that of Philip Il) of Aiga’s legendary
necropolis the archaeological pick axe meets
Homer. Like Patroclus, the deceased Temenids
were cremated together with rich gft offerings on
magnificent pyres, a custom which reached its apogee
with the burial of Philip II, while the queens of Aigai
descended to Hades wrapped in gold and purple
like the Mycenaeans.




