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H 10topia tou ZnnAaiou

0 npwtos nou avtikpioe to navépuoppo onhAaio ntav o MAAos
apxaioAdyos MouotdBos Douzép 1o 1887 v mpayparonololoe
avackages atnv apxaia Mavuveia. H npwtn épeuva tou onnAaiou
gyive atis 20 Auyouatou 1892 and eAAnvoyalikhn anogtoAn pe
unevBuvo to vopopnxavikd Apkadias NikoAao Xibepidn kai SUo
[@\\ous pnxavikous.

H &npooieuon s peAétns Tou yia to onhAaio kai s kataBoBpes
NS NEPIOXNS 0To YAAAIKO eNIOTNHIOVIKG NepIodikd Spelunga to
1911 @épvel to onnAaio otnv naykoopia dSnpoaidtnta. H 6npooi-
€U0N autn eival To onoudaidtepo eEMnvIkG annAaioAoyiké dpBpo
NS €MOXNS Kal AnoTeAEl TNV apxn yia to Eunvnpa tou evoiagpé-
POVTOS NS PEAETNS TwV EMNVIKWV onnAaiwy. To 1974 npay-
patononBnke véa eMnvoya\ikn anootolf pe unelBuvo tov |.
lwavvou kar avakaAueBnke Kai véo TpApa tou onnAaiou nou Atav
AyVWOTo OTOUS MPWTOUS EPEUVNTES.

Zto onnAaio BpéBnkav ixvn nahids nAnppUpas kair nAnBos and
Bpalopata avBpwnivwy 00TWY Kal kpaviwy, okenacpéva and Ad-
onn (Ndxous pIooU WETPOU) Nou KaAUntel to danedo tou onnAaiou.
Enions BpéBnkav Auxvépia nou miBavov avikouv atous UOTEPOUS
eMnVIKoUs XpOvous (40s kai 50s p.X. aiwvas).

Ztnv aibouoa twv «Baupaciwvs» napouadidzoviar or cnavidtepol
xpwpatiopoi ABwpatikod UAikoU and kaBe AMo yvwatd eAnVIKS
onnAaio. KOkkiva ts uwuds, Kitpiva ts wxpas kai npacivoyaia-
g0 QVAPIKTA HE TO KATAAEUKO TWV OTAAAKTITWV, NPOGPEPOUY €va
Hovadikd Béapa Ppuaikns téxvns.

History of the Cave

The first person to come across this beautiful cave was the
French archaeologist Gustave Fougere in 1887, while he was
carrying out excavations at ancient Mantinea. The first survey of
the cave was conducted on 20th of August 1892, by a French-
Greek team headed by Nikolaos Sideridis, a state engineer from
Arcadia, along with two French engineers.

Publication of his study of the cave and the region’s sinkholes in
the French professional journal Spelunga in 1911 brought the
cave to the world’s attention. Regarded as the most important
speleological exposition of its time, the study drew international
interest in the study of Greek caves. In 1974 another French -
Greek team led by I. loannou carried out further explorations at
the site and discovered a new section of the cave, whose exist-
ence the first group of explorers had been unaware of.

They came across traces of an old flood, along with multiple
human bones and skulls concealed under a 50 cm thick layer of
mud that covered the floor of the cave. Pieces of pottery prob-
ably dating back to the 4th and 5th century were also found.

Some of the rarest and most spectacular formations of colorful
stalagmites in Greece’s entire speleological kingdom explored up
to date, are to be found in the so-called “Chamber of Wonders”.
Fiery red, yellow ochre and aguamarine mingle with the snowy
white configuration of stalactites, offering a unique exhibition of
nature’s art.




YnnAaio Kayia

To onnAaio Kayia katatagoetal ota 10 nio afidéAoya onnAaia s
EAGbas kai ouykataAéyetar ota 100 kat@AAnAa yia a€lonoinan
onnAaia Tou eAnvikoU xwpou (ano ta 7.500 ouvoAika). Bpioketal
1,5 xiMidpeTpa Bopeia Tou xwploU Kawia kal avhkel ato nepinAo-
Ko ouotnua kataBoBpwv tou oponediou tns Mavtiveias. H péxpl
onpepa e€epeuvnpuévn tou €ktacn eival nepinou 6.500 Ty

Kapsia Cave

The Kapsia cave is one of the ten most impressive caves in
Greece and ranks amongst the top 100 that have been deemed
suitable for exploitation from a total of approximately 7500
nationwide, although roughly 6500 m2 of it have so far been
explored. Situated beneath the mount Mainalon ski resort, 15 km
from Tripoli and 1,5 km north of Kapsia village, it belongs to a
complicated system of sinkholes in the Mantinea plateau.




