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H roroplo rou fnnÄofou

O npcilros nou owir<proe ro novdpoprpo onriÄoro 6rov o l-dÄÄos

opxoroÄöyos l-ouordBos Oougdp to 1887 evö npoyl.totonoroüoe
ovooroqäs ornv opxolo Mowrveio. H npötn dpeuvo tou onnÄoiou
dyrve orrs 20 Auyoüorou 1892 onö eMnvoyoMrxri onooroÄri pe

uneüOuvo ro vopopnxovrxö Apxo6ios NrxöÄao !6epi6n r<or 6üo
[dMous pnxovrroüs.

H 6npooieuon ms peÄftns rou yta ro onfiÄoro r<or trs xoroBöOpes
tns neproxris oro yo,\Älxö enrotnpovrxö nepro6t<ö Spelunga to
1911 «ptpver ro onfiAoto omv noyröoprro 6npoorötnta. H 6npooF
euon outri eivor to onou6orötepo eMnurö onnÄoroÄoyxö dpOpo
tns enoxfis xor onotEÄEi mv opxi yro to §ünvnpo tou ev6ro«p€-
powos ms ;reÄans rov eMnvrxcilv onnÄoirrrv. To L974 npay-
poronoröOnxe vdo eÄÄnvoyoMrxfi onooroÄri pe uneü0uvo rov l.

lcodwou xor avaxoÄüq0nre xor v6o q.i6po tou onnÄoiou nou fitov
oyvrr)oro orous npdltous epeuvntEs.

fro onfiÄaro gp€0nxov ixvn noÄrds nÄnppüpos xor nÄri0os onö
0poüqraro ovOpdtnrvt^tv oorci:v xor xpovirr:v, oxenooprdvo onö Ää-
onn (ndxous prooü petpou) nou roÄünter ro 6dne6o tou onnÄoiou.
Enlons ppdOnxav Äuxvdpto nou nrOovöv avhxouv orous üotepous
eMnvrxoüs xpövous (4os xor 5os p.X. orcilvos).

Itnv oi0ouoo ILDV «eoupoolrllv" nopouoröqowor or onovrörepor
xptr.lpotropoi ÄrOt»;.rouxoü uÄrroü onö xo0e dMo yvrr;otö EMnvrxö
on6Äoro. Köxxrvo ms «potras, xitprvo ms citxpos ror npoorvoydÄo-
qo ovoprrcro pe to xotdÄeuKo rtr-lv oro,l,orrmöv, npoo«pdpouv dva
provo6rxö 06opo «puorrris tdxvns.

History of the Cave

The first person to come across this beautiful cave was the
French archaeologist Gustave Fougere in 1887, whi[e he was
carrying out excavations at ancient Mantinea. The first survey of
the cave was conducted on 20th of August 1892, by a French-
Greek team headed by Nikotaos Sideridis, a state engineer from
Arcadia, along with two French engineers.

Publication of his study of the cave and the region's sinkholes in
the French professional journal Spetunga in 1911 brought the
cave to the world's attention. Regarded as the most impoftant
speleological exposition of its time, the study drew international
interest in the study of Greek caves. ln 1974 another French -
Greek team ted by l. loannou carried out further explorations at
the site and discovered a new section of the cave, whose exist-
ence the first group of explorers had been unaware of.

They came across traces of an old flood, atong with muttipte
human bones and skulls conceated under a 50 cm thick tayer of
mud that covered the floor of the cave. Pieces of pottery prob-
ably dating back to the 4th and 5th century were also found.

Some of the rarest and most spectacular formations of cotoful
stalagmites in Greece's entire speteological kingdom explored up
to date, are to be found in the so-catted "Chamber of Wonders".
Fiery red, yellow ochre and aquamarine mingle with the snowy
white configuration of stalactites, offering a unique exhibition of
nature's art



InriÄoro Köqra

To onfiÄoro Koqlro xoratoooEror oro 10 nro o§röÄoyo onhÄolo ms
EÄÄo6os ror ouyxotoÄ€yEror sro 100 xodMnÄo yro o[ronolnon
onhÄaro tou eMnvrxoü xrirpou (onö to 7.500 ouvoÄrxö). BpioxEror

1,5 xfuöpetpo Böpero tou xrr.rproü Korpro xor ovfixer oro nepinÄo-

ro oüotnpo xotoBo0prirv tou opone6iou tns Movuveios. H präxpr

oripepo e§epeuvnpdvn rou €rcoon eivor nepinou 5.500 rU.

Kapsia Cave

The Kapsia cave is one of the ten most impressive caves in
Greece and ranks amongst the top 100 that have been deemed
suitable for exptoitation from a total of approximately 75OO

nationwide, although roughty 5500 m2 of it have so far been

exptored. Situated beneath the mount Mainalon ski resort, 15 km
from Tripoli and 1,5 km north of Kapsia village, it belongs to a
compticated system of sinkholes in the Mantinea plateau.


